
Families, Children and Youth in Global Contexts





Maria das Dores Guerreiro, Justus Twesigye,
Ingrid Höjer, Staffan Höjer and Elizabeth Enoksen (editors)

FAMILIES, CHILDREN AND
YOUTH IN GLOBAL CONTEXTS

LISBOA, 2021



Selection and editorial matter © Maria das Dores Guerreiro, Justus Twesigye, Ingrid Höjer, Staffan
Höjer and Elizabeth Enoksen, 2021
Individual chapters © their respective authors, 2021

Maria das Dores Guerreiro, Justus Twesigye, Ingrid Höjer, Staffan Höjer and Elizabeth Enoksen (editors)
Families, Children and Youth in Global Contexts

First published 2021 by Editora Mundos Sociais

Issue: 200 copies

ISBN: 978-989-8536-79-2
Catalogue record:

Character composition: Palatino, 10
Graphic design and layout: Lina Cardoso
Cover: Lina Cardoso
Printed and bound in Portugal by Europress, Ld.ª, Rua João Saraiva, 10 A 1700-249 Lisboa, Portugal

The content of this book has been peer reviewed

All rights reserved. No reproduction, copy or transmission of this publication may be made
without written permission

Editora Mundos Sociais, CIES-Iscte, Iscte – Instituto Universítário de Lisboa,
Av. das Forças Armadas, 1649-026 Lisboa
Tel.: (+351) 217 903 238
Fax: (+351) 217 940 074
E-mail: editora.cies@iscte-iul.pt
Site: http://mundossociais.com



Contents

Figures index ............................................................................................................ vii

Editors......................................................................................................................... ix
Preface ........................................................................................................................ xi

Perspectives on families, children and youth in global contexts.
Introduction ..................................................................................................... 1
Maria das Dores Guerreiro and Justus Twesigye

Part I | Families, Immigration and Gender Contexts

1 Adaptation and conformity. Perspectives of immigrant mothers
on parenting in Norway ................................................................................ 9
Marshalee Jones

2 Migration and changing parenting styles among nepalese immigrant
families in Lisbon ........................................................................................... 25
Abhas Dangol

3 Parenting experiences of Chinese immigrants in Norway ................... 37
Hong Zhu

4 Perspectives of child protection professionals on their role
in parenting among immigrants in Gothenburg ..................................... 53
Lilian Amankwa

5 Changing gender relations among Nepalese immigrant women
in Lisbon........................................................................................................... 65
Manika Bajracharya

v



6 The way out of gendered poverty? Economic empowerment
of young mothers through NGO support in Uganda ............................. 77
Elizabeth Emdal

Part II | Children and Youth in School and Care Contexts

7 Educational models and pupils’ perceptions of educational
outcomes in traditional and non-traditional primary
schools in Uganda .......................................................................................... 95
Paulina Santos Alatorre and Firminus Mugumya

8 Understanding interprofessional collaboration. A case study
of professionals in a Norwegian primary school .................................... 109
Raymond Tumuhairwe

9 Typologies of childhood social relations among young people in care
settings in Portugal and Nigeria .................................................................... 121
Temitayo K. Adeboye

10 Experiences of hope and aspiration among youth recipients of
rehabilitation services from Uganda youth development link ................. 137
Tümel Sabanci and Justus Twesigye

Part III | Children and Welfare Policy Contexts

11 A comparative study of the adoption policies in British Columbia,
Canada and Norway ........................................................................................ 153
Lindsay Sellinger

12 The dilemma of “getting to Denmark” and “reinventing the wheel”.
The case of the Bolivian and Norwegian child welfare systems ......... 171
Katya Andrea Nogales Crespo

13 Implementation of article 22 of the United Nations Convention on the
rights of the child in Nakivale refugee settlement, Uganda .................. 187
Greta Alessandri

14 Child participation in practice. The impact of expert meetings
and groups on the ombudsman process in Norway................................ 203
Polycarp Musinguzi

Conclusion ...................................................................................................... 221
Staffan Höjer, Ingrid Höjer and Elisabeth Enoksen

vi FAMILIES, CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN GLOBAL CONTEXTS



Figures index

3.1 Ecological System of Case Families.............................................................. 46
3.2 Strengthening Chinese Immigrant Parents’ Social Networks

in Norway ......................................................................................................... 48
12.1 Dimension of development ........................................................................... 176

vii





Editors

Maria das Dores Guerreiro is a professor at the Department of Sociology, Iscte —
University Institute of Lisbon. Researcher at CIES-Centre for Research and
Studies in Sociology, Iscte, where she has been coordinating the research
group Families, Generations and Health, and the editor of the journal Socio-
logia, Problemas e Práticas for many years. Co-founder and former coordina-
tor of the Erasmus Mundus MFamily master led by Iscte (1st to 5th editions).
She is currently the vice-rector for internationalization at Iscte.

Justus Twesigye is lecturer at the Department of Social Work and Social Adminis-
tration, School of Social Sciences, College of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Makerere University. Guest researcher at CIES-Centre for Research and Stu-
dies in Sociology, Iscte. Guest scholar of the Erasmus Mundus MFamily mas-
ter at Iscte and supervisor of several students dissertations at Makerere
University. He does research on health policies and social development and is
the author and co-author of several publications.

Ingrid Höjer is a professor at the Department of Social Work from the University of
Gothenburg. Former chair of the section of teaching and research on families
and children. Guest professor at the School of Sociology and Public Policy of
Iscte-University Institute of Lisbon. Co-founder of the Erasmus Mundus
Master MFamily, where she has taught and supervised several students.
Many research projects and publications at national and international level.

Staffan Höjer is a professor at the Department of Social Work, from the University
of Gothenburg and a co-founder of the Erasmus Mundus Master MFamily,
where he has taught and supervised several students. He has a vast experien-
ce of teaching and doing research at national and international level, with
many publications as author and co-author. Staffan Höjer is an editorial bo-
ard member of the European Journal of Social Work.

Elizabeth Enoksen is currently the vice dean of education at the Faculty of Social
Sciences at the University of Stavanger (UiS). She has been the Erasmus Mun-
dus MFamily master coordinator for the 6th and 7th editions led by UiS, and
guest scholar at Iscte-University Institute of Lisbon. Her research interests are

ix



in the field of organizational and social justice, cultural diversity and redress
of survivors of institutional abuse, having authored and co-authored several
publications on these subjects.

x FAMILIES, CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN GLOBAL CONTEXTS



Preface

It all started in 2005 as a result of personal initiatives from researchers in family and
child studies in several countries. With enthusiasm, hard work and patience but also
with support from local universities promoting international collaboration, the Eras-
mus Mundus Master in Social Work with Families and Children (MFamily) was born
in 2013. Iscte-University Institute of Lisbon has generosily hosted the programme with
a creative and welcoming atmosphere for students from all over the world along with
the teachers.

MFamily started timely with the international concern over the growing
number of immigrants and refugees seeking shelter, many of them in Europe. In a
globalized world where migration caused by war or urge for a better life, families
find themselves in new and challenging situations. Claims for applied knowledge
arose with focus on parenting cross cultures and new claims on European welfare
states. Poverty, patriarchy, women in exposed situation as lone or teenage mothers
had been on the agenda for a long time but gained renewed interest.

The essays in this book are the result of the students in the first cohorts of their
reviewed MFamily master theses. The knowledge accumulated throughout the
students thorough efforts cuts deep into vulnerable people’s everyday life and
serves as an eye opener. Thereby the link between research and social work praxis
is exposed as a tool to identify specific social problems and their possible solutions.

As one of the researchers who initially initiated what later became the
Mfamily programme, I proudly leave to the reader to enrich their minds and con-
temporary ideas of what goes on among Families, Children and Youth in a Global
Context.

Margareta Bäck-Wiklund
Professor Emerita Social Work and Family Policy

Department of Social Work Gothenburg University, Sweden
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